HUI2 Multi-Attribute Health Status Classification System
Attribute
Sensation

Level
1
2
3
4

Mobility

1
2
3
4
5

Emotion

1
2
3
4
5

Able to walk, bend, lift, jump, and run normally for age.
Walks, bends, lifts, jumps, or runs with some limitations but does not require help.
Requires mechanical equipment (such as canes, crutches, braces, or wheelchair) to
walk or get around independently.
Requires the help of another person to walk or get around and requires mechanical
equipment as well.
Unable to control or use arms and legs.
Generally happy and free from worry.
Occasionally fretful, angry, irritable, anxious, depressed, or suffering “night
terrors”.
Often fretful, angry, irritable, anxious, depressed, or suffering “night terrors”.
Almost always fretful, angry, irritable, anxious, depressed.
Extremely fretful, angry, irritable, anxious, or depressed usually requiring
hospitalisation or psychiatric institutional care.

4

Learns and remembers school work normally for age.
Learns and remembers school work more slowly than classmates as judged by
parents and/or teachers.
Learns and remembers very slowly and usually requires special educational
assistance.
Unable to learn and remember.

Self-Care

1
2
3
4

Eats, bathes, dresses, and uses the toilet normally for age.
Eats, bathes, dresses, or uses the toilet independently with difficulty.
Requires mechanical equipment to eat, bathe, dress, or use the toilet independently.
Requires the help of another person to eat, bathe, dress, or use the toilet.

Pain

1
2

5

Free of pain and discomfort.
Occasional pain. Discomfort relieved by non-prescription drugs or
self-control activity without disruption of normal activities.
Frequent pain. Discomfort relieved by oral medicines with occasional disruption of
normal activities.
Frequent pain; frequent disruption of normal activities. Discomfort requires
prescription narcotics for relief.
Severe pain. Pain not relieved by drugs and constantly disrupts normal activities.

1
2
3

Able to have children with a fertile spouse.
Difficulty in having children with a fertile spouse.
Unable to have children with a fertile spouse.

Cognition

1
2

Description*
Able to see, hear, and speak normally for age.
Requires equipment to see or hear or speak.
Sees, hears, or speaks with limitations even with equipment.
Blind, deaf, or mute.

3

3
4

Fertility

Source:

Torrance et al. Medical Care 1996, Table 1, page 706.

Legend:

* - Level descriptions are worded here exactly as presented to respondents of the HUI2 preference survey.

Note:

Fertility attribute is optional and not part of the standard HUI23-15Q nor HUI23-40Q questionnaires.

HUI3 Multi-Attribute Health Status Classification System
Attribute
Vision

Hearing

Level Description*
1
Able to see well enough to read ordinary newsprint and recognize a friend on the
other side of the street, without glasses or contact lenses.
2
Able to see well enough to read ordinary newsprint and recognize a friend on the
other side of the street, but with glasses.
3
Able to read ordinary newsprint with or without glasses but unable to recognize a
friend on the other side of the street, even with glasses.
4
Able to recognize a friend on the other side of the street with or without glasses but
unable to read ordinary newsprint, even with glasses.
5
Unable to read ordinary newsprint and unable to recognize a friend on the other
side of the street, even with glasses.
6
Unable to see at all.
1
2

3

4

5

6
Speech

1
2
3
4
5

Ambulation

1
2
3
4
5

6

Able to hear what is said in a group conversation with at least three other people,
without a hearing aid.
Able to hear what is said in a conversation with one other person in a quiet room
without a hearing aid, but requires a hearing aid to hear what is said in a group
conversation with at least three other people.
Able to hear what is said in a conversation with one other person in a quiet room
with a hearing aid, and able to hear what is said in a group conversation with at
least three other people, with a hearing aid.
Able to hear what is said in a conversation with one other person in a quiet room,
without a hearing aid, but unable to hear what is said in a group conversation with
at least three other people even with a hearing aid.
Able to hear what is said in a conversation with one other person in a quiet room
with a hearing aid, but unable to hear what is said in a group conversation with at
least three other people even with a hearing aid.
Unable to hear at all.
Able to be understood completely when speaking with strangers or people who
know me well.
Able to be understood partially when speaking with strangers but able to be
understood completely when speaking with people who know me well.
Able to be understood partially when speaking with strangers or people who know
me well.
Unable to be understood when speaking with strangers but able to be understood
partially by people who know me well.
Unable to be understood when speaking to other people (or unable to speak at all).
Able to walk around the neighbourhood without difficulty, and without walking
equipment.
Able to walk around the neighbourhood with difficulty, but does not require
walking equipment or the help of another person.
Able to walk around the neighbourhood with walking equipment, but without the
help of another person.
Able to walk only short distances with walking equipment, and requires a
wheelchair to get around the neighbourhood.
Unable to walk alone, even with walking equipment. Able to walk short distances
with the help of another person, and requires a wheelchair to get around the
neighbourhood.
Cannot walk at all.

Dexterity

1
2
3
4
5
6

Full use of two hands and ten fingers.
Limitations in the use of hands or fingers, but does not require special tools or help
of another person.
Limitations in the use of hands or fingers, is independent with use of special tools
(does not require the help of another person).
Limitations in the use of hands or fingers, requires the help of another person for
some tasks (not independent even with the use of special tools).
Limitations in the use of hands or fingers, requires the help of another person for
most tasks (not independent even with the use of special tools).
Limitations in the use of hands or finders, requires the help of another person for all
tasks (not independent even with the use of special tools).

Emotion

1
2
3
4
5

Happy and interested in life.
Somewhat happy.
Somewhat unhappy.
Very unhappy.
So unhappy that life is not worthwhile.

Cognition

1
2

Able to remember most things, think clearly and solve day to day problems.
Able to remember most things, but have a little difficulty when trying to think and
solve day to day problems.
Somewhat forgetful, but able to think clearly and solve day to day problems.
Somewhat forgetful, and have a little difficulty when trying to think or solve day to
day problems.
Very forgetful, and have great difficulty when trying to think or solve day to day
problems.
Unable to remember anything at all, and unable to think or solve day to day
problems.

3
4
5
6
Pain

Source:

1
2
3
4
5

Free of pain and discomfort.
Mild to moderate pain that prevents no activities.
Moderate pain that prevents a few activities.
Moderate to severe pain that prevents some activities.
Severe pain that prevents most activities.

Feeny et al. PharmacoEconomics 1995, Table III, page 494.

Legend:
* - level descriptions are worded here exactly as presented to respondents in the HUI3 preference measurement
surveys (Furlong et al. 1998).
Proofed and revised 2003-04-07 to match HUI and HUG websites and to match the original source documents…Torrance et al
Medical Care 1996, Table 1 page 706 for HUI2 and Furlong et al Annals of Medicine 2000, Table 1 page 377 for HUI3.

